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HORSEBACK RIDING GUIDELINES
1. Please be sure to sign the Assumption of Risk form before you do any horseback riding.
2. All guests are required to attend a riding orientation conducted by a wrangler prior to horseback riding on the trails.  Also, guests must participate in the riding clinic on Monday.
3. Please pay strict attention to the wranglers and to the guidelines; they are for your safety.
4. Whether you ride or not is up to you, however you should know that the risk of accident increases under the following conditions:

a. If the rider is very nervous and lacks confidence

b. If the rider is not physically fit or lacks agility-such as being overweight or having

difficulty either mounting or dismounting the horse.
5. Management and/or Head Wrangler can use their discretion in limiting or restricting riding to anyone that is at high risk for injury to themselves or the horses.
6. Children must be six years old and in control of their own horse to ride on the trails.
7. The safest place for you to horseback ride is in the ranch arena.
8. Please do not enter the corral unless requested to do so by a wrangler.
9. Hats must be secure and not subject to blowing off
10. Sorry, there is no double riding
11. You are welcome to take a camera, however it must be secure and not loose. Please, do not take a video camera on horseback rides. It is safest to dismount while taking a picture, or at least have someone hold your horse; do not rewind your film while mounted as it may scare your horse; never let go of the reins while trying to take a picture.
12. Riding boots are the best. Please do not wear footwear with a lug sole. It is important your foot comes out of the stirrup easily and quickly in the event of a fall.
13. Avoid any movement or noise around your horse that might cause it to become excited.
14. Make sure the horse knows of your presence and always approach them at their shoulder.
15. Make sure the reins are not tangled, your cinch is tight, and the saddle pad has not slipped and that your stirrups are properly adjusted.  The wranglers will help you with this.
16. Do not handle your horse roughly; do not jerk the reins, etc.
17. Anticipate situations that might excite your horse, such as traffic, backpackers on the trail or places where the footing is bad.
18. Be alert at all times. Watch for branches-attempt to go around them or if necessary lean forward but not backwards to go under them. Do not bend the limbs.
19. If you should drop something (camera, hat, etc.), let a wrangler get it for you.
20. Always stay in line with your horse, single file, do not pass and do not drop back and race up.
21. Stay one horse length behind the horse in front of you or you take the chance of getting kicked.
22. If you need to change coats while riding always tell your wrangler and the ride will be stopped so you can dismount.
23. It is a good idea to have a hat, an extra jacket and sunscreen while riding.  We 

can always tie extra articles to the saddle, but we can't turn around if guests are cold.
24. Please, no eating or smoking while mounted on the horse.
25. Do not let the horse eat while you are mounted.
26. Constantly practice good horsemanship:
a.
Holding reins properly and securely

b.
Keeping your weight on the balls of you feet, heels down

c.
Keeping your feet in front of you particularly when making a sudden stop

d.
Leaning forward when climbing up, and back when descending, otherwise sitting up straight

e.
Always be alert!
27. If you feel uncomfortable with any situation, tell your wrangler immediately.
28. Do not hesitate to talk with your wrangler about any horsemanship problems.
29. We do not provide riding helmets and are not licensed to do so.  If you want any members of your family to have riding helmet, you must bring one that has been professionally fitted or is personally owned by your family.

